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Henry VII, 1485-1509 booklet 1
Overview of Henry VII’s reign

This booklet contains the essential information that you will need

to have for this first part of the Tudors topic. The first area is

concerned with the first Tudor monarch, Henry Tudor. He came

to the throne after defeating the then unpopular Richard III at

the Battle of Bosworth in 1485.  After taking power Henry VII

then needed to exert his power over England.  This then involves

understanding the following:

1. how he was able to defeat his enemies;

2. how England was governed during his reign;

3. what was his relations with other countries through his

foreign policy;

4. the state of religion during his reign;

5. the changes to the economy during his reign, and

6. the changes to society during his reign

How this booklet works

The booklet is divided into the six topic areas as listed above.  For

each section there is an essential reading of the topic area

containing the important information.  Always refer to this

section when you are confused or need clarification. This is to

support your textbook which will give you the information in

greater detail.  There will be one or two key questions relating to

the information that form the focus for the week’s work in class

and home.  Make sure that you complete the pre-work so that you can come to the lessons prepared to

progress more analytical thinking of these issues. There are some initial tasks that involve knowledge

acquisition followed by more analytical questioning, culminating with an exam focus.

Use the visual scaffolds to organise your thoughts and ideas on the key questions posed at the beginning of the

section.  These are then to contribute to the assessment for learning questions and the write up of the weekly

key question summary task.  For the class activities I suggest that you use treasury tags or a ring binder so that

everything can be kept in order.  Make sure you follow the instructions in googleclassroom to know what work

needs to be done and when this work needs to be done by plus any other extra information to help with your

understanding.
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Introductory work for Route A - Tudors/Russia

Welcome all!

We begin with the Tudors course and what you need to do in preparation for the first lesson is
complete the pre-work tasks for the first section of the course - Henry VII’s consolidation of power. So
can you please complete the following and bring to your first history lesson of the week.

1. Read the essential reading section in the booklet on p. 3.

2. Read carefully the scanned copy of the textbook chapter 1. You will find it useful to take notes from

here to help you remember the details in future. Here is a link to a scanned copy of the chapter

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VIjrKGntNhN1pwIEwbs5kqJ85NyfZw3F

3. Complete the tasks from the booklet from p. 3-6.

Oxford AQA History for A Level: The Tudors: England 1485-1603 (Oxford A Level

History for AQA)

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-1485-1603/dp/0198354606/ref=sr

_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=oxford+a+level+history+quest+for+stability&qid=159342664

5&s=books&sr=1-5

Oxford AQA History for A Level: Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia 1917-1953
(Oxford A Level History for AQA)

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-Dictatorship/dp/0198354584/ref=

pd_sbs_14_3/257-8428892-9418706?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0198354584&pd_rd_r=

cc85015f-90bd-4814-9ce5-83d460814719&pd_rd_w=9mGxW&pd_rd_wg=cHnZF&pf_rd_

p=2773aa8e-42c5-4dbe-bda8-5cdf226aa078&pf_rd_r=PHKA8V6AB5QGV6HYZ0HP&psc

=1&refRID=PHKA8V6AB5QGV6HYZ0HP

Can I please request that you purchase the course texts
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1. Essential (re)reading - Henry Tudor’s consolidation of power: character and aims; establishing the

Tudor dynasty

Key questions

1. What were the issues facing Henry VII during his reign?

2. How did Henry VII overcome these problems that confronted him?

Henry Tudor defeated the unpopular Richard III at the battle of Bosworth on 22nd

August 1485.  However his claim to the throne was weak as he was descended

through the female line and there were more notable claimants to the throne -

namely the Earl of Warwick and from the de la Pole family with the Earls of Suffolk,

Lincoln and Richard de la Pole.  The last person to die in 1525 who had a greater

claim to the throne than the Tudors was Richard de la Pole, showing that for the

entirety of his reign and beyond that Henry’s claim was very dubious.  Knowledge of

this affected Henry for the entirety of his rule. In the early years of his reign to

strengthen his hold on power carried out the following: dated his rule to the day

before the Battle of Bosworth; awarded 11 knighthoods for supporters; made key

appointments in his Council and household eg Sir Reginald Bray and Sir William Stanley; married Elizabeth of

York thus uniting the Lancastrian and Yorkist lines; being coronated before Parliament sat on 30th October;

and using Acts of Attainder against Yorkist opponents.

However this did not stop rebellion against his rule - firstly with Viscount Lovell and the Staffords in 1486;

Lambert Simnel (posing as one of the young princes in the Tower) and the Earl of Lincoln at the Battle of Stoke

in 1487; then the Perkin Warbeck conspiracy, another imposter, who was accepted in many of the European

courts until his capture in 1499; the conspiracy and execution of the Earl of Warwick’ and finally the capture of

the the Earl of Suffolk, captured in 1506.  This left the younger de la Pole as the last superior claimant to the

throne, left for Henry VIII to capture and execute in 1525.  The other rebellions during his rule were the 1489

Yorkshire and 1497 Cornish taxation rebellions and again these could be attached to Henry’s desire to

strengthen his hold on power as they were connected to a desire to strengthen his financial position to deal

with foreign threats - Brittany and Scotland.

Most importantly Henry recognised that the greatest threat to his would come from the nobility.  These had

caused great instability with their role in the Wars of the Roses and Henry recognised that their power needed

to be curtailed.  As well as increasing the financial penalties for disloyalty, Henry removed their right to a

private army - even fining his loyal friend the Earl of Oxford for doing so.  The financial penalties for the nobility

is connected to the issue of government and finance next.

References chapter 1

The specification references the need to understand How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the

powers of the monarchy?

Exam questions - the focus of question here tend to be about how effective Henry was at

establishing/consolidating his rule in England.  There is therefore a balance of factors to consider - later on

government and foreign policy - and you need to weigh up the degree of the threat presented by these

rebellions.
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1. Initial tasks, knowledge acquisition - a) Family tree

- how strong is Henry Tudor’s claim to the throne

- Who has stronger claim (there is more than 1)

- what did Henry VII do to overcome this and make his claim stronger?  Write a prioritised list:
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b)  What/where and why were there rebellions against Henry VII’s reign?  Refer to p. 4-7 of your textbook.
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c)  How significant were the threats to Henry’s reign?  Create a RAG timeline:

Red - events/policies/rebellions that had little effect on his reign

Amber - events/policies/rebellions that had some effect on his reign

Green - events/policies/rebellions that had the most serious threat on his reign

1485

1509
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