
WHAT YOU NEED:

• GCSEs to include a minimum 
Grade 4 in English.

• GCSE History is not required, 
but advantageous.

• Minimum average 
GCSE score of 4.

WHERE CAN CLASSICAL 
CIVILISATION TAKE YOU?

UNIVERSITY COURSES

• Classics

• Ancient History

• Archaeology

• History

• English

• Journalism

• Business

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Teaching

• Broadcasting

• Journalism

• Archaeology

• Academic Research

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

Classical Civilisation… if you think it sounds old and out of date, 
you’d be wrong! The issues faced in the ancient world turn out 
to be just like our own issues. Classical Civilisation offers you 
the chance to study a whole variety of new things. You’ll do 
some literature by reading the first ever written story (Homer’s 
‘Odyssey’) and the most famous book in Roman history (Virgil’s 
‘Aeneid’). 

Alongside that, you’ll explore the myths and reality of the Greek 
gods, and how they were worshipped. Finally, you will study 
some history by looking at the Persian Wars, arguably the most 
founding event of Western civilisation. 

Classical Civilisation: new topics, different skills, and issues that 
we still wrestle with today.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The department has a very strong trip tradition, with visits to Greece, 
Rome and the British Museum in London. 
There are also regular visits to lecture days at universities.

FIRST YEAR TOPICS

 − The Odyssey - Story 
and Outline

 − Greek Religion - Gods, 
Sacred Sites and 
Religious Experience

 − The Invention of the 
Barbarian - Greece 
and the Persian Wars

 − The Aeneid - Story 
and Outline

SECOND YEAR TOPICS

 − The Odyssey - Themes 
and Explanation

 − Greek Religion - 
Rituals, Priests and 
the Philosophy of 
Greek Religion

 − The Invention of the 
Barbarian - Persia, 
the Amazons and the 
Reality of the Barbarian

 − The Aeneid - Themes 
and Explanation

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION
A LEVEL

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED

• 100% examination


