
WHAT YOU NEED:

GCSEs to include a minimum 
Grade 4 English.
Minimum average GCSE score of 4.

WHERE CAN ENGLISH 
LITERATURE TAKE YOU?

UNIVERSITY COURSES

• The Arts

• The Humanities

• Law

• Marketing

• Publishing

• Journalism

• The Sciences

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Advertising

• Marketing

• Law

• Education

• Creative Arts

• Business

• Civil Service

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

English Literature is the fascinating study of fiction in all its forms: 
poetry, drama and prose. You will learn how to read critically and 
with empathy, gaining an admirable appreciation of the complex 
issues that have always gripped the English speaking world. 

You will learn to express your opinions and understandings in 
academic writing where ideas are debated through close analysis 
of language and contextual and critical interpretations. 

21st century novels are valued as highly as Medieval poetry with 
some of the most celebrated authors studied and appraised in 
lively lessons delivered by genuinely passionate teachers.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Theatre companies often come to perform in our wonderful Rose 
Theatre.
Q-Extra Opportunities!
English Literature offers 2 hugely popular enrichment courses: 
English Extension and Creative Writing.
Our weekly English Extension programme covers classic and cult 
texts not on the syllabus and supports University applications, 
interviews and entrance exams. 
Creative Writing offers a timetabled opportunity for novelists, 
playwrights and poets to refine and workshop their writing in a 
supportive environment. Young writers can enter competitions and 
seek inspiration from a huge range of writing exercises.

FIRST YEAR TOPICS

 − The poetry of Ted 
Hughes and Sylvia Plath

 − Prose fiction from 
1880 to 1910

 − 'Doctor Faustus' by 
Christopher Marlowe and 
'Enron' by Lucy Prebble

 − 'The Road' by Cormac 
McCarthy and one other 
novel of your choice

SECOND YEAR TOPICS

 − Unseen Poetry
 − 'King Lear' by William 
Shakespeare

 − 'The Merchant’s Tale' 
by Geoffrey Chaucer

ENGLISH LITERATURE
A LEVEL

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED

• 80% examination
• 20% coursework


