
WHAT YOU NEED:

• GCSEs to include a minimum 
Grade 5 in Music (if taken).

• Ability to read music fluently and 
have an understanding of Music 
Theory (ABRSM), up to grade 5. 

• If you do not have a Grade 
5 in your main instrument 
an audition is required. 
Similarly, if you haven’t passed 
Grade 5 Theory, you will 
need to take a short theory 
test set by the college.

WHERE CAN MUSIC TAKE YOU?

UNIVERSITY COURSES

• Music

• Music Technology

• Jazz Studies

• Musical Theatre

• Sound Engineering

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Musicians

• Teaching

• Performing

• Sound Design

• Conducting

• Legal Professions

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

In Music, you will develop your musical expertise and will benefit 
from free one-to-one tuition on your instrument/voice to hone 
your musical skills.

You will experience composition lessons, focusing on the 
techniques associated with different music styles, and will learn 
how to aurally recognise key features in pop and rock music; you 
will study set pieces composed in the early 20th century, as well as 
a wide range of symphonic music composed in the period 1750-
1900.

You will learn how to analyse music, and how to make sense of the 
musical vocabulary used by different composers.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Students will get to experience a range of talks, workshops, and 
trips throughout the two years. Recent trips have been: Mahler, 
Symphony no. 4 and Beethoven, Symphony no. 9 at Barbican Hall 
(London), National Youth Jazz Orchestra tribute to Amy Winehouse 
at Anvil (Basingstoke), and Berlioz, Symphonie Fantastique at 
Guildhall (Portsmouth).
We ask that students purchase: 
• Eduqas AS and A Level Music Study Guide (Rhinegold).

FIRST YEAR TOPICS

 − Rock and pop listening
 − The development 
of the symphony

SECOND YEAR TOPICS

 − Music of the early 
20th century

MUSIC
A LEVEL

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED:

• 35% performance, 25% 
composition (or vice versa)

• 40% written examination


